
Bond Project FAQs 
 
Q. Will the 1% additional sales tax sunset? 
A. The tax will be in place only for the duration of the payback of the bond, which is estimated 
to be 10 years, unless extended by the voters. 
 
Q. What kind of interest rate will the city get on the bond? 
A. We won’t know until after the election, sometime in April. 
 
Q. Will the city get proceeds from both the bond and the sales tax? 
A. No. The state collects the sales tax and sends it directly to a third party, who is responsible 
for using those funds to pay down the bond. None of the 1% sales tax goes into any of the city’s 
funds. 
 
Q. Do you really need $24.3 million for these projects? 
A. We have brought in experts to include every contingency in these plans that engineers and 
finance companies have suggested, based on their expertise. For example, the future cost of 
concrete had to be considered, for when it’s time to actually construct the buildings, to make a 
realistic estimate. We must also consider things such as when we start building the Police 
Department, the new Walmart Home Office will also be being built, which will impact prices of 
building materials and labor in the area. We do not want to undershoot the cost of the projects 
and then be forced to come back to voters to ask for more money in the future. 
 
Q. Is that location – 279 near Rogers Road – the best location for a new police 
station? Will it affect police response times? 
A. The new location is next to our existing Street Department (which houses the city’s 
mechanic) and city gasoline pumps, which allows easier access to those services we already 
use. We also already own that land, so no additional purchase is required. The location has easy 
access to every part of the city, especially with the completion of the new bypass. Most 
importantly, police services will not be slowed because our officers don’t base themselves out 
of the station waiting for calls, as do fire/EMS personnel. They are already out in various parts 
of the city in their assigned zones patrolling and responding to calls as needed. 
 
Q. Do you need a police station that big? 
A. The public safety complex will house not only the Police Department, but also the city’s 
police, fire and EMS dispatch center and the Bella Vista District Court facility. The building plans 
include space to fit personnel to perform these functions 30+ years into the future. The city can 
save money now by constructing the building to accommodate the department for decades, as 
construction costs are only increasing year over year. 
 
 



Q. Will the city be able to charge other agencies for use of the fire training 
complex? 
A. It is possible we could charge for use of that facility by other agencies.  
 
Q. Where do the firefighters currently conduct live-fire training? 
A. Currently, our firefighters are forced to leave the city for the type of live-fire training we 
hope to offer with this training complex. Some surrounding cities have these facilities, which we 
are able to use, but that means a number of firefighters and the equipment they take with 
them in order to train properly, must leave the city. If a fire were to occur during this time, 
response time would be affected. Also, the fact that surrounding cities have these types of 
facilities and training available make them appealing for firefighters in the area, who might be 
looking to change jobs for just those reasons. 
 
Q. Does the state of Arkansas have a training site that is accessible to municipal 
firefighters? 
A. Yes. The Arkansas Fire Academy in Camden has a training facility, and they have facilities at 
their satellite locations throughout the state. The closest state site to Bella Vista is in Lincoln, 
AR.  
 
Q. What will the old site where Fire Station 3 near Branchwood currently exists 
be used for? 
A. The city will explore what that site could best be used for, and there are several ideas. For 
instance, it could be a place where street maintenance equipment is stored for easier access 
when needed in that area of the city. 
 
Q. Why can’t the city add on to the existing Fire Station 3? 
A. The existing station 3 is on a piece of land that is not large enough to accommodate a larger 
building. There is also no room to adequately update the septic field and a separate power 
source would need to be installed. The current structure would also not support any expansion 
upward, such as a second story. After doing our research, we’ve found it would be cheaper to 
build a new building altogether than to try to expand on that site. 
 
Q. Does the city have the personnel and equipment to staff the new larger 
station in the Branchwood area? 
A. Yes. The pumper that is currently housed at Station 3 was purchased in 2018. An ambulance 
currently housed at Station 4 would be moved out to the new station, along with the crew that 
staffs it. We would also plan to keep a brush truck in that station, which is already budgeted for 
2019. The Fire Department already has enough personnel to staff the replacement station with 
four per shift. 


